In this introductory paper to the special issue of Systems Practice devoted to Interpretive Systemology, some of the conditions under which this trend in systems thinking has come to life are briefly depicted. For that purpose a "wider" and a "narrower" scene are presented. The ' 'wider scene" presents the general questions and problems that are to be tackled by Interpretive Systemology, within a wide international perspective of systems thinking and practice. The narrower scene, which is related to more particular conditions, shows bow some circumstances connected to the socalled "Third World" or "underdeveloped" countries have helped to trigger the launching of Interpretive Systemology. Finally, a brief outline of the research program for Interpretive Systemology is introduced.
THE WIDER SCENE FOR INTERPRETIVE SYSTEMOLOGY
In 1919 Maurice Ravel composed a musical piece called "La Valse." This composition starts with the presentation of various themes which slowly give way to a central theme, namely, a cheerful waltz. Although one would expect this waltz finally to dominate and the other themes to disappear, it is continually interrupted here and there by some atonal counterthemes. After some time, the waltz lies in pieces, like the pieces of the violin in Picasso's "Violin," surrounded by the countertheme's background sound. The melodic waltz is gradually altered until its almost-total deterioration. At the end of the composition one can hear only the powerful atonal countertheme. However, upon listening carefiflly, the last and almost unnoticeable trace of what at one time was a cheerful waltz can be heard in the background of the powerful countertheme.
Systems thinking encompasses a debate which, in our opinion, brings to light the crisis of Modernity. If careful attention is paid to the themes comprising its strange melody, one might discover, under the loud and powerful theme, Department of Interpretive Systemology, Systems Engineering School, Universidad de Los Andes, Mrrida, Venezuela. timid traits of a melody that cause confusion regarding the nature of this rare discipline concerned with "systems." Faced with such a dialectical structure, one does not know whether one is just awaking from a distant sweet dream or is just about to fall asleep after one of "those days." Systems thinking, as a whole, manifests the great contradiction hidden in the core of the crisis of Modemity.
In order to set forth what is meant by this metaphor, one of the main inaugural themes of modernity, namely, the quest for autonomy, is considered. Enlightenment is man's release from his self-incurred tutelage. Tutelage is man's inability to make use of his understanding without direction from another. Selfincurred is this tutelage when its cause lies not in lack of reason but in lack of resolution and courage to use it without direction from another .... If I have a book which understands for me, a pastor who has a conscience for me, a physician who decides my diet, and so forth, I need not trouble my self. I need not to think, if I can only pay--others will readily undertake the irksome work for me .... Sapere aude! "Have courage to use your own reason!"--that is the motto of enlightenment. (Kant, 1784, p. 85) "Sapere aude!" (Dare to know!) was the "waltz" of the Enlightenment, which in turn was the intellectual and affective heart of Modernity. Indeed, "Sapere aude!" was a cry for individual autonomy. Its basic intention was to pose the idea of setting oneself free from the cultural power that religion and tradition exercise over the constitution of our weltanschauungen, and from the natural power that the physical world imposes on one's body. The power force stemming from culture imposes on us the way of appreciating the world (perceiving and valuing) and the manner in which we ought to act in it. This first power was Kant's main concern. The second power force constrains us physically, just as it constrains and regulates the rest of the physical world. Reason alone had to be the "inner" sword with which to fight those great cultural and natural forces imposed on us from "outside." Reason should, therefore, tell us, from inside, how to appreciate the world and how we ought to act in it with regard to our fellow human beings. Reason should indicate how to organize, manage, and control the means in order to attain our ends. 2 The type of reason
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